Amendments to the Claims 

1-16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Currently amended) A decoding apparatus for d e cod i ng a transport str e am 
ffi u l t i pl e x e d with an i mag e e ncoding data, tim e information and id e ntificat i on 
information, sa i d i mag e e ncod i ng data b e ing pr e par e d by e ncoding an imag e s i gna l by 
i n-fram e e ncod i ng and by int e r^fram e pr e d i ction e ncoding, and sa i d i d e nt i f i cation 
i nformat i on i ndicat e s that continuity of t i m e information is i nt e rrupt e d when cont i nu i ty of 
sa i d tim e i nformation has b ee n i nt e rrupt e d; charact e r i z e d by: comprising: 

a reproducing unit for reproducing a transport stream recorded on a recording 
medium in such a manner that an image encoding data prepared by encoding an image 
signal bv in-frame encoding and bv inter-frame prediction encodino. time information 
and identification information indicating that continuity of said time information is 
interrupted are multiplexed, said identification information being generated when 
continuity of said time information has been interrupted: 

an image decoding unit for decoding said image decoding data contained in a 
reproduction signal reproduced by said reproducing unit and for outputting said image 
data; 

a storage unit for temporarily storing said image data; 

a time information reading unit for reading said time information contained in said 
reproduction signal reproduced bv said reproducing unit : 

an identification information reading unit for reading said identification 
information contained in said reproduction signal reproduced by said reproducing unit : 

a display timing signal generating unit for generating a display timing signal of 
said image data by using said time information read by said time information reading 
unit when said identification information reading unit does not read said identification 
information, and for neglecting said time information read by said time information 
reading unit and for generating a display timing signal of said image data by using a 
predetermined timing signal; and 
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a reading control unit for controlling the reading of said image data stored in said 
storage unit according to a display timing signal generated by said display timing signal 
generating unit. 

18. (Currently amended) A decoding method for decod i ng a transport stream 
mu l tipl e x e d with an i mag e e ncoding data, t i m e i nformat i on and identificat i on 
i nformat i on, said i mag e e ncoding data b e ing pr e par e d by e ncod i ng an i mag e s i gna l by 
i n-fram e e ncod i ng and by i nt e r-fram e pred i ct i on e ncoding, and said i dent i f i cation 
i nformation i nd i cat e s that cont i nu i ty of t i m e i nformat i on is int e rrupt e d wh e n continuity of 
said tim e informat i on has b ee n i nt e rrupt e d: charact e riz e d bv: comprising: 

generating a reproduction signal by reproducing a transport stream recorded on 
a recording medium in such a manner that an image encoding data prepared bv 
encoding an image signal by in-frame encoding and by inter-frame prediction encoding, 
time information and identification information indicating that continuity of said time 
information is interrupted are multiplexed, said identification information being 
generated when continuity of said time information has been interrupted: 

decoding said image encoding data contained in said reproduction signal and 
outputting an image data; 

temporarily storing said image data; 

reading said time information contained in said reproduction signal : 
reading said identification information contained in said reproduction signal : 

generating a display timing of said image data by using said time information as 
read when said identification information has not been read, and neglected said time 
information as read and generating a display timing signal of said image data by using a 
predetermined timing signal when said identification information has been read; and 

controlling the reading of said image data as stored according to the generated 
display timing signal. 
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19. (New) The decoding apparatus according to claim 17, wherein said identification 
information reading unit is arranged to read said identification information multiplexed 
with a part of bits of a private data, constituting an optional field within an adaptation 
field which is within a transport packet making up said transport stream. 

20. (New) The decoding method according to claim 18, wherein a process for reading 
said identification information is a process for reading said identification information 
multiplexed with a part of bits of a private data, constituting an optional field within an 
adaptation field which is within a transport packet making up said transport stream. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
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Louis Woo, Reg. No. 31,730 
Law Offices of Louis Woo 
717 North Fayette Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
Phone: (703) 299-4090 
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